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The  „amb i t iousness“  o f the 2030 Framework  
dec is ions fo r Energy  and Cl imate

Present measures reach -24% 
in the „PRIMES 2007 metric“

Economic potentials reach
-40% in the „PRIMES 2007 metric“ in 
2030 (compare to target of 30% !)

Near-economic potentials

Economic potentials (barrier
removal, low discount rate)

Economic potentials (barrier
persisting, high discount rate)
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Concern ing  add i t i ona l  cos t :  energy  e f f i c iency  
and  renewab les – toge ther  a  w inn ing  team…

 Range from RES-targets 
and energy efficiency 
targets results from 
different policy measures

 Additional average 
annual costs for RES-
targets are moderate 
amounting from EUR 1 –
4 billion for a combined 
target of 30% for RES 
and 30% for energy 
efficiency 

 Energy efficiency 
targets reduce costs of 
RES-targets and leads 
to overall economic 
savings ranging from -
13 to -21 billion Euro
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 What do the targets mean for the policy discourse and policy design in 
Germany and other EU countries? 
 In Germany: national targets much more important. Still important gap to the 40% 

target for 2020 and the 20% energy target for 2020.
 For the EU as a whole additional effort to baseline necessary but limited (32% may be 

reached in the baseline in 2030
 Impact of future economic crises?
 Transport: still to be worked out after Council Decision. Lacking also at National 

German level (e.g. NAPE)
 Hope that sectoral instruments will perform better that the targets

 How can the governance process be designed and implemented - and what can 
it achieve? Will respective national targets and strategies be defined in time for 
Paris? 
 Governance process: still a largely undefined territory. Will that promote or frein

progress in the EU?
 Strength: different national reporting schemes
 Weakness: largely differing 2050 “energy visions”
 Reduce flexibility mechanisms and Early Action-type of measures. Has been used in a 

considerable manner to water down policy targets

Comments  on  d iscuss ion  ques t ions  f rom the  
Oc tober  European Counc i l  dec is ion  on  the  EU 
2030  c l imate  and  energy  s t ra tegy
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 How will the fund (“the 2%-reserve”) be designed in order to significantly 
scale up low-carbon investment in CEE EU Member States? 
 2% reserve = 400 million Euro at a carbon price of 10 €/t CO2. Far higher 

investment needs! Still much more efficient to redesign the cohesion and 
structural funds

 What does the decision mean for the international climate negotiations and 
which opportunities and risks does the implementation process create for 
Paris 2015? 
 The 40% could be seen as a signal for the climate negotiations to come up 

with an agreement but much more likely is that the international partners 
understand that this is not an extremely ambitious target 

 Large emitters such as China may put an accent on an own national 
agenda rather than agreeing on international efforts

Comments  on  d iscuss ion  ques t ions  f rom the  
Oc tober  European Counc i l  dec is ion  on  the  EU 
2030  c l imate  and  energy  s t ra tegy
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Cumula t ive  energy  e f f ic iency  investments  (2011-
2020 ,  b i l l ion  €2005)  and energy sav ings (EU27)

Source: 
Fraunhofer ISI 

2012

The additional investments in energy efficiency range 
at around € 150 billion per year (scenario dependent !)


