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25 Years of SOEP Fieldwork

Since February 1, they have been back on the road
in all 16 of Germany’s Lander: the over 500 inter-
viewers of the German Socio-Economic Panel study,
who will be ringing more than 10,000 doorbells on
behalf of TNS Infratest. At the beginning of this year,
the survey institute sent out let-
ters announcing their upcoming
visit. In most cases, these inter-
viewers are not strangers to sur-
vey households, but rather tru-
sted, long-time acquaintances
who are welcomed each year
by SOEP participants. It is they
who ensure that researchers both
in Germany and abroad receive
complete household data. Only
through repeated participation
of households over numerous
years the cross-sectional data
are transformed into the longi-
tudinal data structures that—in
combination with panel econo-
metric analytical procedures—make household pa-

Foto: Stefan Rohl

nel data such an exciting subject of research.

For the interviewers, times were much better
25 years ago than they are today. Participation ra-
tes in new surveys were still well over 60% in the
mid-1980s when the longitudinal study started in
West Germany, and as late as 1989 in East Germa-
ny, the year the Berlin Wall fell. Today, the dubious
practices of direct-marketing companies allegedly
carrying out “surveys” have caused first-wave re-
sponse rates in scientific surveys in Germany to
sink dramatically—which is also true for the most
recent SOEP supplementary surveys (40 to 50% re-
sponse rates). Also the transition from the first to
the second wave of SOEP increased this difficulty,
while participation rates stabilized from Wave 3 on.
However, due to spatial data we are more able than
ever to identify selectivity and to reweight the data
accordingly.

But also the population’s preferences have changed
regarding how they prefer to participate. When the
first wave of SOEP went to the field in Summer of
1984, the laptop that has replaced the conventional
printed questionnaire in many surveys, had not even
been invented. Furthermore, younger respondents
today tend to fill the questionnaire out themselves
instead of making appointments with an intervie-
wer. Older people, in contrast, prefer to give their
information personally in a face-to-face conversa-
tion. In SOEP, we have taken this “method mix”
into account from the very beginning. Today, in the
small world of survey methodology, the “multimode
approach” is even considered the optimal approach!

Thus in a few years, Internet-based questionnaires
will be introduced to SOEP as well. We already con-
ducted two pretests .

Today, more than one-tenth of all households parti-
cipate in SOEP without any direct personal contact
with an interviewer. They receive their survey
materials by mail. Four previous SOEP intervie-
wers are assigned responsibility for each of these
respondents and if necessary, may remind them to
return their questionnaire. These interviewers often
succeed in motivating SOEP respondents who have
grown tired of participating, and convincing them to
remain part of the longitudinal study. In total, mo-
re than 500 interviewers are responsible for SOEP.
They are people with very special gifts and abilities
who know how to approach and motivate people. In
most cases, they have been working for the project
“Living in Germany”—as SOEP is known in the
field among survey participants—for many years. In
order to ensure that this valuable information is pre-
served, we carried out a large-scale survey among
our interviewers at the end of 2006. These data are
available to our users for analysis as well. Last year,
SOEP interviewers were able to persuade 92% of all
“old households” that had participated in past years
to take part once again.

We have known for many years—thanks to our me-
thodical analyses on the deteriminants of willing-
ness to participate—how important it is for the stabi-
lity of SOEP that the same interviewer carries out the
survey with households each year. At the same time,
this general rule can only constitute one approach
among many in a long-term household panel study.
Information about particular field-related aspects of
the survey on the household and individual level is
an integral component of our annual data distribu-
tion. A few very interesting survey methodological
analyses have been done on this subject; but given
the data material available, there is no doubt that
this field has not received adequate research atten-
tion. SOEP contains a wealth of data related to par-
ticipation, response rates, and the types of survey
instruments, and the study of these data has come
into its own as an independent field of survey me-
thodological research. At the end of February 2008,
an international meeting took place in Edinburgh
to discuss the role of interviewers in panel surveys.
The findings showed that a decreasing willingness
to participate has been seen in other countries as
well. For social scientists, the analysis of survey
methodology has become a field of growing interest
for scientific research. The increase in longitudinal
studies and the trend toward socially comparative
studies are likely to significantly accelerate this
year and in the years to come.

_]w(qm Io/m;z@ SOEP Survey Manager



German Section

SOEP in den Medien

Beitriage auf Basis des SOEP greifen immer wieder
Themen auf, die in der aktuellen Diskussion von Re-
levanz sind oder gar offentliche Diskussionen erst
anstofen. Eine extrem groBe Resonanz in Presse,
Funk und Fernsehen fand im Mérz 2008 ein Beitrag
von Markus M. Grabka und Joachim R. Frick, der
zeigt, dass die Schicht der Bezieher mittlerer Ein-
kommen in Deutschland in den vergangenen Jahren
deutlich geschrumpft ist, wobei die Abwértsmobili-
tat starker ausgepréagt war als der Aufstieg in hohere
Einkommensklassen. Zudem wird darauf hingewei-
sen, dass liber alle Einkommensschichten hinweg die
,Sorgen um die eigene wirtschaftliche Entwicklung™
zugenommen haben.

Der Beitrag ,,Schrumpfende Mittelschicht* von Frick
und Grabka im Wochenbericht des DIW Nr. 10/2008
kann kostenlos heruntergeladen werden unter:

http://www.diw.de/deutsch/produkte/publikatio-
nen/wochenbericht/jahrgang_2008/77494.html

SOEP- bzw. ECHP-basierte Analyse
mit Josef-Popper-Preis ausgezeichnet

Fiir seine Doktorarbeit ,,Behindertenpolitik in der
Europidischen Union: Lebenssituation behinder-
ter Menschen und nationale Behindertenpolitik in
15 Mitgliedstaaten wurde Michael Maschke mit
dem Forschungspreis 2007 der Josef-Popper-Nahr-
pflicht-Stiftung an der Johann Wolfgang Goethe-
Universitdt in Frankfurt am Main ausgezeichnet. Auf
Basis der ECHP-Daten (inkl. der SOEP-basierten
deutschen Stichprobe) werden in der Arbeit die Le-
benssituation behinderter Menschen analysiert und
der Stand sowie die aktuellen Entwicklungen natio-
naler Behindertenpolitiken in Mitgliedstaaten der
Européischen Union dargestellt.

Verdienstkreuz
fiir Gisela Trommsdorff

Bundesprésident Horst Kohler hat Gisela Tromms-
dorff mit dem Bundesverdienstkreuz 1. Klasse aus-
gezeichnet. Die Auszeichnung erhielt die Professo-
rin am Fachbereich Psychologie an der Universitét
Konstanz, die auch langjdhrige Vorsitzende des
SOEP Beirats war und seit 2007 DIW-Forschungs-
professorin ist, fiir ihre Verdienste um interkulturelle

Verstandigung. Sie habe sich in beispielloser Weise
fiir internationale Verstdndigung und kulturelle An-
niherung eingesetzt, indem sie das psychologische
Verstiandnis anderer Lander und Kulturen, insbeson-
dere aus dem asiatischen Raum, in das deutsche Wis-

senschaftssystem eingebracht habe, sagte Michael
Ebling, Staatssekretér im rheinlandpfalzischen Mi-
nisterium fiir Bildung, Wissenschaft, Jugend und
Kultur bei der Verleihung.

Fir weitere Informationen siehe auch:
http://www.diw.de/deutsch/verdienstkreuz_
gisela_trommsdorff/78837.html

SOEP User Holtz-Eakin berat
republikanischen Prasidentschafts-
kandidaten McCain

Auch der deutschen Presse konnte mittlerweile ent-
nommen werden, dass sich der republikanische Pré-
sidentschaftsbewerbers John McCain auf den wirt-
schaftspolitischen Rat des langjéhrigen SOEP-Users
Douglas Holtz-Eakin verldsst. Nach seiner Tétig-
keit als Direktor des Congressional Budget Office
(CBO) ist der friihere Okonomieprofessor (Syracuse
University, New York) seit einiger Zeit am Institute
for International Economics in Washington, DC, ta-
tig. Holtz-Eakin plédiert fiir Steuererleichterungen
und Ausgabenkiirzungen sowie dafiir, dass sich die
Regierung so wenig wie moglich in das Marktge-
schehen einmischt. Er verdffentlichte auf Basis des
SOEP die folgenden Beitrage:

Douglas Holtz-Eakin, (1993): Health Insurance Pro-
vision and Labour Market Efficiency in the United
States and Germany. In: Rebecca M. Blank (Editor):
Social Protection vs. Economic Flexibility: Is There
a Tradeoff? (National Bureau of Economic Research-
Comparative Labor Markets Series). Chicago: Uni-
versity of Chicago Press, pp. 157-188.

German Section

- Deutschsprachiger Abschnitt

Foto: Claudia Brockerhoff

Gisela Trommsdorff wurde
mit dem Bundesverdienst-
kreuz ausgezeichnet
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Richard V. Burkhauser and Douglas Holtz-Eakin
(1994): Changes in the Distribution of Wage Ear-
nings in the United States and Germany During
the 1980s. In: Burkhauser, Richard V. and Wagner,
Gert G. (eds.): Proceedings of the 1993 Internatio-
nal Conference of German Socio-Economic Panel
Study Users. Vierteljahrshefte zur Wirtschaftsfor-
schung, (63) 1/2, pp. 27-35.

Richard V. Burkhauser, Douglas Holtz-Eakin, and
Stephen E. Rhody (1997): Labor Earnings Mobili-
ty and Inequality in the United States and Germany
During the Growth Years of the 1980s. In: Internati-
onal Economic Review, (38) 4, pp. 775-794.

Douglas Holtz-Eakin and Harvey S. Rosen,
(2005): Cash Constraints and Business Start-Ups:
Deutschmarks Versus Dollars. In: Contributions to
Economic Analysis & Policy, (4) 1, pp. 1-26.

4, Konferenz fiir Sozial- und
Wirtschaftsdaten (4. KSWD)

Am 19. und 20. Juni 2008 veranstaltet der Rat fiir
Sozial- und Wirtschaftsdaten (RatSWD) in Wies-
baden die vierte Konferenz fiir Sozial- und Wirt-
schaftsdaten (4. KSWD).

Die Konferenz ist eine Plattform fiir die Diskussion
von wissenschaftlichen Themen, die im Kontext von
empirischer Sozial- und Wirtschaftsforschung sowie
prozessproduzierter und umfragebasierter Datenpro-
duktion, zu denen auch die SOEP-Daten gehdren,
stehen. Ebenfalls werden die Leitlinien der Arbeit
des RatSWD erortert.

Der RatSWD hat das Ziel, auf der Grundlage der
Empfehlungen der ,,Kommission zur Verbesserung
der informationellen Infrastruktur zwischen Wis-
senschaft und Statistik” (KVI) die Situation der
empirischen Sozial- und Wirtschaftswissenschaften
nachhaltig zu verbessern und zu ihrer internationa-
len Wettbewerbsfahigkeit beizutragen. Er versteht
sich als Vermittler und Moderator der Interessen von
Wissenschaft und Datenproduzenten. Mit seiner Ar-
beit will der RatSWD einen Beitrag zur Transparenz
und besseren Nutzung vorhandener Daten leisten.

Das wissenschaftliche Programm der 4. KSWD be-
steht aus den Plenarveranstaltungen:

¢ The Microdata Revolution and IPUMS Interna-
tional

» Die informationelle Infrastruktur im Informati-
onsfeld ,Innere Sicherheit’ Defizite und Losungs-
moglichkeiten fiir eine Verbesserung

* Daten der Bildungsforschung: Aktueller Stand
und neue Entwicklungen

» Bildungsungleichheit im internationalen Ver-
gleich

sowie aus sieben thematisch strukturierten Foren un-
ter dem Thema: ,,Aktuelle gesellschaftliche Fragen:
Was leisten unsere Daten?*.

Wahlvorschlage RatSWD — 19. Juni 2008

Einen ganz wichtigen Bestandteil der 4. KSWD stellt
die Wahl der Berufungsvorschldge fiir die Vertrete-
rinnen und Vertreter der empirischen Sozial- und
Wirtschaftsforschung im RatSWD dar. Diese findet
turnusgemal am 19. Juni 2008 statt. Wahlberechtigt
sind — wie bei den Wahlen fiir die DFG-Gutachter-
kollegien — Promovierte, die an Hochschulen oder
wissenschaftlichen Forschungseinrichtungen tétig
sind und fristgerecht die Aufnahme ins Wéhlerver-
zeichnis beantragen.

Ausfiihrliche Informationen zur 4. KSWD sowie
weitere Hinweise zur Wahl finden Sie auf der Home-
page des RatSWD:

http://www.ratswd.de/kswd

Stipendien fiir SOEP-basierte
Arbeiten im Max-Weber-Kolleg

Das Max-Weber-Kolleg fiir kultur- und sozialwis-
senschaftliche Studien weist bei seiner diesjahrigen
Ausschreibung fiir DoktorandInnen und Post-Doc-
Stipendien ausdriicklich darauf hin, dass auch For-
schungsvorhaben auf Basis der SOEP-Daten beson-
ders gewiinscht sind.

Weitere Informationen finden Sie hier:

http://www.uni-erfurt.de/maxwe/aktuelles/aus-
schreibungen/stipen_ab08/allg_okt08.pdf


http://www.ratswd.de/kswd
http://www.uni-erfurt.de/maxwe/aktuelles/ausschreibungen/stipen_ab08/allg_okt08.pdf
http://www.uni-erfurt.de/maxwe/aktuelles/ausschreibungen/stipen_ab08/allg_okt08.pdf

SOEP User Workshop
erstmals in neuen Raumlichkeiten

Am 10. und 11. Mérz 2008 veranstaltete das SOEP
seinen jéhrlichen deutschsprachigen Einfiihrungs-
kurs zur Analyse der SOEP-Daten. Teilnehmerlnnen
aus ganz Deutschland besuchten den Workshop, der
erstmals in den neuen Raumlichkeiten des DIW Ber-
lin stattfand.

Im Rahmen von erdéffnenden Plenarveranstaltungen
wurden die Nutzerlnnen tiber Inhalte und Nutzungs-
moglichkeitendes SOEPsowiedie Strukturder SOEP-
Datenbank informiert. Eingegangen wurde auch
auf die Hochrechnung und Gewichtung der SOEP-
Daten. Weiterhin trafen die Hinweise zum umfas-
senden Dokumentationsmaterial, dem User Support
und zu den Angeboten auf der SOEP Homepage auf
grof3es Interesse bei den Teilnehmerlnnen. Im wei-

teren Verlauf der Veranstaltung standen die Hands-

on-Sessions im Vordergrund, in denen in software-
spezifischen Arbeitsgruppen der Umgang mit den
SOEP-Daten auf der Basis von STATA und SPSS
geiibt werden konnte.

Das abendliche ,Get together’ bot die Mdglichkeit
sich besser kennen zu lernen und dabei auch von der
Multidisziplinaritét der TeilnehmerInnen aus Sozio-
logie, Okonomie, Regionalwissenschaften und Pu-
blic Health zu profitieren.

Wir freuen uns, dass unsere Schulung wiederholt
eine positive Resonanz unter den Teilnehmerlnnen
zeigte — was sich letztlich auch in der abschlie-
Benden anonymen schriftlichen Befragung spiegelte.

Wir erhielten auch wertvolle Anregungen, die in die
Vorbereitung fiir den ndchsten SOEP User Workshop
im Jahr 2009 einflieBen werden.

German Section

— Deutschsprachiger Abschnitt

Fotos: Alfred Gutzler, DIW Berlin

Teilnehmerlnnen und
SOEP-Betreuerinnen
auf dem SOEP-User Workshop

Fotos: Alfred Gutzler, DIW Berlin
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SOEP @ Universitat
Duisburg-Essen 2008

Analysemdoglichkeiten mit dem SOEP —
Dreiteiliger Workshop
vom 22. bis 26. September 2008

Aufgrund der starken Resonanz im vergangenen
Jahr wird vom 22. bis 26. September 2008 an der
Universitdt Duisburg-Essen erneut ein Workshop
zu den Analysemdglichkeiten des SOEP stattfinden.
Die Veranstaltung richtet sich an DoktorandInnen,
Nachwuchswissenschaftlerlnnen und fortgeschrit-
tene Studierende aus den Fichern Soziologie, Oko-
nomie, Politikwissenschaft und Psychologie, fiir
deren Forschungsfragen die Léngsschnittdaten von
besonderer Relevanz sind. Zudem bietet der Work-
shop Gelegenheit, den Umgang mit Datensdtzen und
Analyseverfahren in einem Ausmal zu iiben, der in
der universitdiren Methodenausbildung nicht immer
gegeben ist.

Der Workshop besteht aus drei Modulen, die einzeln
oder zusammen besucht werden konnen:

Modul 1 Einfiihrung in die Benutzung des SOEP

Modul 2 Analysepotentiale des SOEP - Dis-
kussion aktueller Forschungsarbeiten

Modul 3 Verfahren der Langsschnittanalyse

und ihre Anwendung im SOEP

In den computerbezogenen Lehreinheiten wird aus-
schlieBlich die Statistik-Software STATA verwendet.
TeilnehmerInnen ohne STATA-Kenntnisse wird des-
halb eine Einfiihrungsveranstaltung am 22. Septem-
ber angeboten. Zudem setzt der Workshop Kennt-
nisse in multivariaten Analyseverfahren voraus.

Das Sozio-
oekenomische
Panel

$*2% Ratswo
Y NachwuchsForderung

B ]

Bundeimegiphus
Fiir Bildung
und Forschusg

L

Die Teilnahme ist fiir den gesamten Workshop oder
auch gesondert fiir die Module méglich. Die Gebiihr
fir die Teilnahme am gesamten Workshop betragt
40 € (DoktorandInnen 20 €), fiir einzelne Module
jeweils 15 € (DoktorandInnen 8 €). ReferentInnen
in Modul 2 sind von der Gebiihr befreit und erhal-
ten ihre Reise- und Unterkunftskosten erstattet. In
der Teilnahmegebiihr sind enthalten: Gesamte Do-
kumentation des Workshops mit Prdsentationen,
STATA-Beispielprogrammen und den vorgestellten
Beitrdgen auf CD-ROM sowie Getrénke in den Pau-
sen.

Veranstaltet wird der Workshop von Stefan Liebig
und den Mitarbeiterlnnen des Lehrstuhls fiir Empi-
rische Sozialstrukturanalyse (Universitit Duisburg-
Essen) in Kooperation mit Hans-Jiirgen Andrefl
(Universitdt zu Koln), Martin Diewald (Universitat
Bielefeld) und Jiirgen Schupp (DIW Berlin und FU
Berlin).

Der Workshop wird erstmals vom Rat fiir Sozial-
und Wirtschaftsdaten finanziell gefordert und ist Teil
der RatSWD-Nachwuchsworkshop-Reihe.

Die Online-Anmeldung ist ab dem 1. Juli 2008 {iber
http://www.uni-due.de/soziologie/soepatcam-
pus/ moglich.


http://www.uni-due.de/soziologie/soepatcampus/

Data & Service

SOEP Data 1984 —2006

SOEP data distribution
1984-2006 on DVD — Order now

The SOEP data set covering the years 1984-2006 is
available for all users in EEA countries in Europe.
If you haven’t already ordered the data, please do
so now. The SOEP hotline staff will be happy to
take your order, either by e-mail soepmail@diw.de
or telephone: +49-30 — 89789 292.

You can also fill in and return the order form atta-
ched to this SOEPnewsletter or fill in the form at
our website:

http://www.diw.de/english/order/33916.html

The data, now provided only on DVD, will then be
sent to you by post as usual. For those users who are
unable to use DVDs we can also provide the data on
CD-ROM, but with some delay.

More detailed information on additions and changes
contained in this data distribution can be found on
our homepage under frequently asked questions
(FAQ). Here you will also find a list of contacts
from the SOEP group who will be happy to answer
any further questions:

http://www.diw.de/english/soep/faq/27904.ht-
ml

We continue to offer the SOEP data on DVD for
the price of €30 (plus shipping). This price includes
all of the SOEP data (100% version) with German
and English labels in Stata, SAS and SPSS, as well
as comprehensive documentation material. We also
plan to continue providing additional SOEP data-
sets to research groups for €5 each.

New SOEP Database Structure
Under Construction

The SOEP group is currently working on a new da-
tabase structure intended to provide you with the
SOEP data in an even more user-friendly format.
To this end, we are transforming mainly unaligned
cross-sections of annual survey data into a compre-

hensive temporal format (long format). This will si-
gnificantly facilitate longitudinal analysis because
of the harmonization of variable names, the decre-
ase in the number of variables, and the compilation
of the files across all waves. The long-format data
can of course be used with all the same software
packages that have been used with the SOEP data
up to now.

The data will be distributed in this new format in
about two years. We would like to exchange ideas
with you as soon as possible to plan this project in
the best possible way.

A preliminary version of the SOEP data in long
format will be made available simultaneously with
the 2008 data distribution and can be obtained now
upon request by power users who would like to work
with us to improve data management. This version
contains all data and thus can essentially already be
used for analyses.

We recommend, however, that only very expe-
rienced users test this new data structure. We would
be very pleased to obtain the results of such tests,
which would be of great benefit to us in Berlin and
later to all SOEP users.

Peter Krause (pkrause@diw.de) and Ingo Sieber
(isieber@diw.de) would be happy to talk to you
about any questions or suggestions.

Bugs Fixed

In the information on school and occupational trai-
ning, the data on graduations and completed trai-
ning since 2005 contained errors. The new data has
been updated retrospectively to correct these errors
from 2005 on (VPGEN, WPGEN). Further infor-
mation can be obtained from Henning Lohmann
(hlohmann@diw.de) and Peter Krause (pkrause@
diw.de).

Information on corrections to the SOEP dataset
can be found under:
http://www.diw.de/deutsch/soep/service_amp_
dokumentation/fehlerupdate/32039.html

Data NEWS from Cornell

The next release of the CNEF
files is expected at the end of
March 2008.
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SOEP after 25 Years:
8'" International German
Socio-Economic Panel

User Conference

Berlin, July 9-11, 2008

SOEPnewsletter 80/2008

8th International German Socio-
Economic Panel User Conference
SOEP2008 in Berlin, July 9-11, 2008

The 8th International German Socio-Economic Pa-
nel User Conference SOEP2008 in Berlin will take
place from July 9-11, 2008. The conference pro-
vides researchers using SOEP data the opportunity
to present and discuss their work with the SOEP
research community. Researchers from all disci-
plines (economics, demographics, geography, poli-
tical science, public health, psychology, sociology)
who use either the public-use version of the SOEP
or the SOEP part of the Cross-National Equivalent
Files (CNEF) will be presenting papers.

We again received a high number of submissions.
From the 84 external abstracts received 42 were se-
lected for presentation. 15 papers were chosen to be
presented in the poster session.

Because of the increasing interest in the conference,
the SOEP team decided to give researchers more
chances to present their work by offering a third
parallel session. Furthermore, papers authored so-
lely by SOEP staff members were not considered
for regular sessions but will be presented in a sepa-
rate poster session.

2008 is a very special year for the SOEP study:
wave 25 of the two original subsamples that started
in West Germany in 1984 are in the field. A spe-
cial session will honor this milestone event, which
provides a further incentive to make SOEP an even
better asset for the social and behavioral sciences.
Invited speakers to this special session include

Richard Hauser, Richard V. Burkhauser, and Heike
Solga. The long time director of SOEP*s fieldwork
organization, TNS Infratest, Bernhard von Rosen-
bladt will open this special event.

Awards

The Society of Friends of the DIW Berlin will honor
the best three papers and the best poster presented at
the conference. The SOEP2008 program committee
will act as a jury and will present the award at the
end of the conference.

Preliminary program

For detailed information on the preliminary program,
please see our regularly updated website:

http://www.diw.de/soep2008

Registration

Registration for the conference will be possible by
April 7, 2008. The Registration form will be provi-
ded on our website:

http://www.diw.de/soep2008

Further information
Further information is available from
the local organizers. Please contact

Christine Kurka

DIW Berlin
Mohrenstrafie 58

10117 Berlin | Germany
s0ep2008 @diw.de

Program Committee
* Jutta Allmendiger (WZB)
+ Silke Anger (DIW Berlin)

» Mick P. Couper
(University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, USA)

* Olaf Groh-Samberg (DIW Berlin)

» Bruce Headey (Melbourne Institute at the Uni-
versity of Melbourne, Australia and DIW Berlin)

+ Gisela Trommsdorff
(University of Konstanz and DIW Berlin)


http://www.diw.de/soep2008
http://www.diw.de/soep2008
mailto:soep2008@diw.de

STATA User Workshop
July 8, 2008 in Berlin

We are delighted to offer you the opportunity to
participate in a workshop on Econometric Analy-
sis for Panel Data Using Stata. The workshop will
be held by David Drukker, Director Econometrics
Stata Corp. The one-day course takes place the day
before the 8th SOEP User Conference on July 8,
2008, at the German Institute for Economic Re-
search (DIW Berlin). Further information will soon
be provided on the conference website.

Fourth International Young Scholar
German Socio-Economic Panel
Symposium a great success

The annual Young Scholar SOEP Symposium was
again a great success, as commentators and partici-
pating doctoral students confirmed. This event took
place on March 1-2, 2008, in Delmenhorst/Bremen.
It is supported by the Bremen International Gradua-
te School of Social Sciences (BIGSSS), the German
Socio-Economic Panel Study (SOEP), and the Hanse
Institute for Advance Study (HWK).

Doctoral students had the opportunity to present
parts of their dissertation projects and receive de-
tailed advice and suggestions from senior scientists.
The symposium included more than thirty partici-
pants from five western European countries in the
disciplines of sociology, psychology, and economics,
who discussed topics such as:

* Social Mobility and Inequality

» Family formation, Relationships
and the Life Course

* Health and Inequality

* First Job and Labor Market Integration

« Life Satisfaction

* Income Risks and Determinants of Wages.

The organizers, Constanze Biining (BIGSSS) and
Andrea Schifer (BIGSSS), were deeply grateful to
all senior as well as junior scientists for their involve-
ment. Great help was provided by the colleagues
from the HWK, especially Uwe Opolka and Sabi-
ne Friedrichs, in financial and organizational terms.
The organizers expressed special thanks to Gert G.
Wagner and the colleagues from the SOEP group for
their support and constant input to improve the for-

mat and content of the symposium. They were also
very grateful to their colleagues from the BIGSSS,
Steffen Mau and Karin Gottschall, for their mento-
ring in paper selection.

SOEP “Brown Bag" Seminar

In the SOEP “Brown Bag” Seminar external and
internal SOEP researchers have the possibility to
present ongoing work mainly to the SOEP staff and
other members of the DIW Berlin. It takes place
about every two weeks at the DIW Berlin and is or-
ganized by Ingrid Tucci (itucci@diw.de).

If you are interested in the presentations please
contact the presenters directly.

Presentations in the last three months:

Siegfried Geyer (Medizinische Hochschule Hanno-
ver): Die Verwendung des SOEP-Daten als Vergleichs-
grundlage in medizinsoziologischen Studien, Decem-
ber5,2007

geyer.siegfried@mh-hannover.de

Jens B. Asendorpf (HU Berlin, Institut fir Psycholo-
gie): Living apart together: A nationally representa-
tive German panel study, December 13,2008
jens.asendorpf@online.de

Nicolas Ziebarth (DIW Graduate Center): In vino pe-
cunia? The impact of beverage specific drinking be-
havior on wages, January 9. 2008
nziebarth@diw.de

Peter Krause und Ingo Sieber (DIW Berlin: Die neue
Datenbankstruktur des SOEP, February 27, 2008
pkrause@ diw.de, isieber@diw.de

Alexander Yendell (Institut fiir Soziologie, Universi-
tat Minster), Berufliche Weiterbildung und soziale
Ungleichheit, March 5, 2008.
Alexander.Yendell@uni-muenster.de

Ingrid Schoon (City University London/Centre for
Human Development and Well-Being), Risk and re-
silience — Adaptions in changing times, March 19,
2008

I.Schoon@ioe.ac.uk

Henning Lohmann (DIW Berlin), Potentiale der Nut-
zung des SOEP in der Bildungsforschung, March 26,
2008

hlohmann@diw.de

SOEPnewsletter 80,2008
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Foto: Isis Martins

Left/middle picture: Knight's Cross of
the Order of Merit of the Feral Republic
of Germany conferred on Gert Wagner
(left) with E. Juergen Zoellner, Berlin's
Senator for Research and Education
(right).Right picture: Attendees at the
ceremony.

Foto: Stefan Réhl

10 |

SOEPnewsletter 80,2008

People & Papers

Berlin’s Senator for Research and Education, E. Jiir-
gen Zollner, handed over the Knight’s Cross to Gert
G. Wagner. Zoellner said, “Professor Wagner has
made an outstanding contribution to research, to
public policy, to the public, and to Germany. Wag-
ner is without doubt one of the most distinguished
social scientists in Germany. Researchers the world
over work with the data sets of SOEP, which is thus
regarded as one of the most successful research
projects ever in the economic and social sciences
in Germany.”

Ernst Rietschel, President of the Leibniz Asso-
ciation, to which the SOEP belongs as a “Service
Institute,” expressed his congratulations to Gert
G. Wagner: “This award honors a distinguished
scholar who has also rendered outstanding ser-
vices in the improvement of the German research
infrastructure.”

Gert G. Wagner studied economics and sociology in
Frankfurt am Main, then completed his doctorate in
1984 at the Berlin University of Technology (TUB)
in Berlin, where he attained his post-doctoral qua-
lification (Habilitation) in 1992. After a short time
as an adjunct professor (Privatdozent) in Berlin, he
took over a full professorship in social policy and
public economics at the Ruhr University in Bo-
chum (RUB) up to 1997. After declining an offer
from the University of Goettingen, he accepted a

professorship at the European University Viadrina
in Frankfurt (Oder) (EUV). Since 2002, he has been
a professor of economics at the Berlin University of
Technology. In the academic year 2008/2009 (April

Knight's Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal
Republic of Germany conferred on Gert G. Wagner

Gert G. Wagner was awarded the Knight’s Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of
Germany by Germany’s President Horst Koehler. Wagner is Professor of Economics at the Berlin
University of Technology (TU Berlin) and Faculty Member of the DIW Berlin Graduate Center
and the International Max Planck Research School LIFE. Since 1989, he has been responsible for
the Socio-Economic Panel (SOEP) at DIW Berlin (German Institute for Economic Research).

to March), he will be teaching as a Fellow of the
Max Weber Center for Advanced Cultural and So-
cial Studies at the University of Erfurt.

Gert G. Wagner served for six years as a member
of the German Science Council, which advises the
federal and state governments on questions of pro-
moting and developing universities, science, and
research in Germany, as well as on creating new
universities. His term of office ended at the begin-
ning of 2008.

Wagner was very active in policy advice between
2002 and 2005 as a member of various governmen-
tal advisory bodies. As a member of the “Riirup
Commission” convened by the German government
to make proposals for social security reform he pro-
posed a far-reaching reform of the pension system
and made a definitive contribution to the still on-
going debate over the reform of the health care insu-
rance in Germany, bringing the political discussion
to a scientifically sound level.

Since September 2007, Wagner has been a mem-
ber of the Research Resources Board (RRB) of
the British Economic and Social Research Coun-
cil (ESRC). He represents the German Science
Foundation (DFG) on the Founding Committee of
the “International Data Forum”.

Further information—in German language—is
available under:

http://www.idw-online.de/pages/de/news246381



http://www.idw-online.de/pages/de/news246381

Bernhard von Rosenbladt,
longtime Managing Director
of TNS Infratest, retires

Bernhard von Rosenbladt,
who has been responsible
for SOEP at TNS Infratest
for many years, celebrated
his retirement in Decem-
ber, 2007, in Munich. Von r w
Rosenbladt was Managing I :’L \
Director of social research i TR

at TNS Infratest since 1984

and thus held responsibility for SOEP since its in-
ception. He will maintain his connection as Senior
Consultant to SOEP this year, and will undoubtedly
maintain contact beyond this period as well. Without
our fruitfull cooperation with Bernhard von Rosen-
bladt over 25 years, SOEP’s success story would be
virtually inconceivable. We are deeply grateful to
him for his exceptional commitment and support.
Nico A. Siegel has taken over leadership of the
SOEP department at Infratest, and we look forward
to continuing our successful work with him.

Peter Mohler, Director of the Center for Surveys,
Methods, Analyses (GESIS-ZUMA), Mannheim,
held the laudatory address for Bernhard von Rosen-
bladt on the retirement celebration event in Munich
on 5. December 2007 and emphasized his outstan-
ding achievements for social research and in par-
ticular for SOEP. “Carrying out a panel study for
quarter of a century is an unbelievable accomplish-
ment,” said Mohler. He continued by saying that von
Rosenbladt represents excellent social research ba-
sed on strict scientific methods and high professio-
nalism. Mohler attributed von Rosenbladt’s success
to his personal qualities of constancy, reliability,
and farsightedness, as well as to the achievements
of his team.

The laudatory address—in German language—can
be found under:

http://www.ratswd.de/download/workingpa-
pers2008/35_08.pdf

Furthermore, at the homepage of the RatSWD a
working paper—in German—by Bernhard von
Rosenbladt on the role of survey institutes in the
social science data infrastructure is available for
download:

http://www.ratswd.de/download/workingpapers
2008/36_08.pdf

Foto: Private

SOEP Personnel

Jan Goebel, Juergen Schupp, and Gert G. Wagner
will take part—together with Guy Mayraz of LSE
—in the project ,,Progression of Disparities in Psy-
chological Health Decline Occurring in Late Life:
Individual, Community, and Society-Level Influ-
ences”. Co-Principal Investigators are Denis Ger-
storf and Nilam Ram. The project is funded by The
Pennsylvania State University, Social Science Re-
search Institute (Project No. 5093).

Markus M. Grabka is the SOEP‘s representative
in Household Finance and Consumption Network
(HSCN) of the European Central Bank (ECB).

Thomas Siedler (DIW Berlin and ISER, University
of Essex), Helena Holmlund (LSE, UK) and Hel-
mut Rainer (St Andrews, UK) have been awarded
a £80,000 grant from the Economic and Social Re-
search Council (ESRC) to study determinants of
adult children‘s and their parents® geographic proxi-
mity. The principal aim is to provide new evidence
about the relationship between family size and adult
children‘s location decisions.

Ingrid Tucci successfully completed her doctoral
degree in sociology on the theme of “Descendents
of immigrants in France and Germany: Similar
fates? Labor market participation, forms of belon-
ging, and modes of social distancing.” She obtained
her doctor’s degree through a cotutelle at the Hum-
boldt Universitét zu Berlin and the Ecole des Hautes
Etudes en Sciences Sociales in Paris.

Gert G. Wagner will teach as a Fellow of the Max
Weber Center for Advanced Cultural and Social
Studies at the University of Erfurt in the academic
year 2008/2009. Joachim R. Frick and Markus M.
Grabka will take over Wagner‘s duties at the Berlin
University of Technology (TUB).

Y
Qsﬁ! Personnel from Cornell

Richard V. Burkhauser is on sabbatical for
calendar year 2008 writing a book on disa-
bility policy. He is currently at the American
Enterprise Institute in Washington, DC, but
will travel to Berlin in July and then spend
the rest of the year as the R.I. Downing Fel-
low in Social Economics at the Melbourne
Institute of Applied Economic and Social
Policy, University of Melbourne. While in
Melbourne he will work with Mark Wooden
on improving the health values in CNEF-
HILDA.

People & Papers

Photo left: Bernhard von Rosenbladt,
Managing Director of TNS Infratest
celebrated his retirement in December,

2007.
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His co-authored paper using data from the
CNEF-SOEP and CNEF-BHPS, ,,How the Dis-
tribution of After-Tax Income Changed Over
the 1990s Business Cycle: A Comparison of
the United States, Great Britain, Germany and
Japan® was published in the March 2008 issue
of the Journal of Income Distribution.

Dean R. Lillard is visiting the Institute of
Social and Economic Research (ISER) at the
University of Essex working on the next re-
lease of the Cross-National Equivalent File
and a new project to develop an infrastruc-
ture that facilitates the creation of other
comparable variables in household panel

data sets. He spent all of March at ISER.

Activities of the SOEP Staff

To give you an impression of our ongoing work, we
list selected presentations by SOEP staff members
at conferences. For downloads and links, please
see:

http://www.diw.de/english/dasinstitut/abteilun-
gen/ldm/aktuelles/

In alphabetical order:

Next three months

Silke Anger: The Cyclicality of Effective Wages Wi-
thin Employer-Employee Matches — Evidence from
German Panel Data. (1) XIlI. Spring Meeting of Young
Economists, April 17-19, 2008, Lille/France. (2) An-
nual Conference of the Scottish Economic Society,
April 21-23, 2008, Perth/Scotland.

Silke Anger and Guido Heineck: The Returns to Co-
gnitive and Non-Cognitive Abilities in Germany. In-
augural Conference of the Research Network ,Non-
cognitive Skills: Acquisition and Economic Conse-
quences”, Centre for European Economic Research
(ZEW), May 15-17, 2008, Mannheim.

Silke Anger and Michael Kvasnicka: Wage Gains
from Smoking Cessation and Related Biases in Es-
timates of the Smoking Wage Penalty. XXII Annual
Conference of the European Society for Population
Economics (ESPE 2008), University College London,
June 19-21, 2008, London/ UK.

Elke Holst and Mechthild Schrooten: What deter-
mines Remittances? Evidence from Germany. (1)

Conference "Meeting Global Challenges”, University
Gdansk, June 5-6, 2008, Gedansk/Poland. (2) 10.
Gottinger Workshop “Internationale Wirtschafts-
beziehungen,” Universitat Gottingen, April 10-12,
2008, Gottingen.

Markus Pannenberg: Risk Aversion and Trade Union
Membership. ESPE 2008 Conference, University Col-
lege London, June 19-21, 2008, London/UK.

Katharina C. SpieB and Katharina Wrohlich: Does di-
stance determine who attends a university in Germa-
ny? Bildungsdkonomischer Ausschuss des Vereins fiir
Socialpolitik, April 10-11, 2008, Bern/Switzerland.

Eva Sierminska, Joachim R. Frick, and Markus M.
Grabka: Examining the gender wealth gap within
households. Annual Conference of the Scottish Eco-
nomic Society, April 21-23, 2008, Perth/Scotland.

Frank Stafford and Gert G. Wagner: Life Course Ge-
nealogical Panels, 2008 SOLE Meeting, May 9-10,
2008, New York City/USA.

Ingrid Tucci: The social situation of immigrants in
Germany — A preview to the Datenreport 2008. Villa
Vigoni Conference "Social Reporting in Europe. Mi-
gration and Integration”, March 16-18, 2008, Villa
Vigoni/Italy.

Ingrid Tucci: Immigrants’ descendants in France and
Germany: processes of social distancing and modes
of participation in the labour market. (1) EQUALSOC
Midterm Conference April 11-12, 2008, Berlin. (2)
RC28 Spring Meeting “Social stratification and insi-
ders/outsiders: Cross-national comparisons within
and between continents”, May 15-18, 2008, Flo-
rence/Italy.

Gert G. Wagner: Wissenschaftliche Politikberatung:
Méglichkeiten und Grenzen einer Nationalen Aka-
demie. Offentlicher Vortrag am Max-Weber-Kolleg,
June 23,2008, Erfurt.

Nicolas Ziebarth: In Vino Pecunia? The Association
Between Beverage-specific Drinking Behavior and
Wages. XXII Annual Conference of the ESPE, June
19-21, 2008, London/UK.

Last three months

Elke Holst, Andrea Schéfer, and Mechthild Schroo-
ten: Gender, Migration, Remittances — Evidence from
Germany. Fourth International Young Scholars SOEP
Symposium, March 1-2, 2008, Delmenhorst.

Markus Pannenberg: Risk Aversion, Reservation Wa-
ges and Job Search Intensity: Evidence from Germa-
ny. Colloquium RWI Essen, March 6, 2008, Essen.


http://www.diw.de/english/dasinstitut/abteilungen/ldm/aktuelles/
http://www.diw.de/english/dasinstitut/abteilungen/ldm/aktuelles/

Jirgen Schupp: 25 Jahre Umfragemethodik in der
Langsschnittstudie  Sozio-oekonomisches  Panel
(SOEP) — zwischen Kontinuitdt, Anpassung und
innovativer Weiterentwicklung. Friihjahrstagung
der Sektion ,Methoden der empirischen Sozialfor-
schung"” der Deutschen Gesellschaft fiir Soziologie,
March 7-8, 2008, Bremen.

Jiirgen Schupp: Experiences with interviewer conti-
nuity on the German Socio-Economic Panel Survey
and results of the SOEP interviewer survey. Seminar
on the Role of Interviewers in Ensuring Quality in
Longitudinal Surveys at the Royal Society Edinburgh
Foundation, February 20, 2008, Edinburgh/UK.

Jirgen Schupp and Gert G. Wagner: New Fea-
tures in the German Socio-Economic Panel Study
(SOEP), Rostock Demographic Colloquium, March 27,
2008, Rostock.

C. Katharina SpieB: New Developments in German
Childcare Policy. Journee detude "Family Policies,
Employment and Social Partners: A Comparison bet-
ween France and Germany". Centre D'Economie de la
Sorbonne, March 14, 2008, Paris/France.

Gert G. Wagner, Michaela Riediger und Ulman Lin-
denberger. CAPI mit Mobiltelefongeradten (Handys).
Frithjahrstagung der Sektion Methoden der Empi-
rischen Sozialforschung der Deutschen Gesellschaft
fiir Soziologie, March 7-8, 2008, Bonn.

Nicolas Ziebarth: Long-Term Absenteeism and Mo-
ral Hazard — Evidence From a Natural Experiment.
Fourth International Young Scholars SOEP Symposi-
um, March 1-2, 2008, Delmenhorst.

Teaching at Universities
in the winter term 200772008

Silke Anger: Empirical Social Policy based on SOEP
Data. Upper-level Seminar at the Department of Eco-
nomics, HU Berlin.

Visitors

Joachim R. Frick, Markus M. Grabka, and Gert G.
Wagner: Projektstudium: Empirische Wirtschaftsfor-
schung. Fakultdt Wirtschaft und Management, TU
Berlin.

Olaf Groh-Samberg and Carsten Keller: Wohnen und
soziale Ungleichheit. Seminar at the HU Berlin.

Elke Holst and Martin Spie8: Quantitative Methods.
International Institute for Management at the Uni-
verstiy of Flensburg.

Martin Kroh: Soziale Lage und politisches Verhalten.
Upper-level Seminar, Department of Political and So-
cial Sciences, FU Berlin.

Christian Schmitt: Geburtenentwicklung im interna-
tionalen Vergleich. Institute for Sociology and Demo-
graphy at the University of Rostock.

Christian Schmitt, Yvonne Niekrentz und Susanne
Lexa: Einfiihrung in das sozialwissenschaftliche Stu-
dium. Institute for Sociology and Demography at the
University of Rostock.

Christian Schmitt und Heike Trappe: Forschungs-
praktikum Familiendemographie II. Institute for
Sociology and Demography at the University of Ro-
stock.

Jiirgen Schupp: Methoden vergleichender Gesell-
schaftsforschung. Institute for Sociology at FU Ber-
lin.

C. Katharina SpieB: Kosten und Nutzen im friihkind-
lichen Bereich. Seminar at FU Berlin

Clemens Tesch-Romer und Gert G. Wagner: Social
and Economic Aspects of the Life Course. Seminar at
LIFE International Max Planck Graduate School, Max
Planck Institute for Human Development, Berlin,
Humboldt University, Berlin, Free University, Berlin,
University of Virginia, Charlottesville, University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor, and University of Zuerich/
Switzerland.

People & Papers

Past, current and upcoming guests (more than one month)

Simon Fietze

Martin Karlsson

Jan Ondrich
Arnd Scheel

Eileen Trzcinski

University of Flensburg

University of Oxford/UK

Syracuse University/USA
University of Minnesota/USA

Wayne State University/USA
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Short visits (in the last three months and the near future)

Andrew Clark
Fabian Pfeffer
Elisabeth Hahn Saarland University
Jan Marcus
Chiara Pronzato
Ingrid Schoon
Michaela Sixt University of Kassel

Florian Speckesser
Ruut Veenhoven

Alexander Yendell

PSE (Paris-Jourdan Sciences Economiques), Paris/France

University of Wisconsin, Madison/USA

University of Constance
University of Essex/UK

City University London/Centre for Human Development and Well-Being

University of Westminster/UK
Erasmus University, Rotterdam/NL

University of Muenster

Interns (in the past three months and near future)

Marina Atarova
Anne-Luise Baumann
Andreas Goroncy

Bettina Sonnenberg

University of Dresden

University of Muenster
Humboldt University of Berlin

Humboldt University of Berlin

For more information, please see: http://www.diw.de/english/news/32584.html

RePEc Statistics for SOEPpapers

The RePEc Statistics provide an overview on ab-
stract views and downloads of the SOEPpapers.

The number of downloads from SSRN can be found
under:

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/Jeljour_results.
cfm?form_name=Pip_Pub&pip_id=1089477&Sort0
rder=numHits&stype=desc&lim=false

Publications in English

Almas, Ingvild (2008): International Income Inequal-
ity: Measuring PPP Bias by Estimating Engel Curves
for Food. Luxembourg Income Study Working Paper
No. 473, Luxembourg: Luxembourg Income Study
(LIS).*

Aumiller, Jutta (2007): The Case of Germany. In:
Berliner Institut fiir Vergleichende Sozialforschung
(ed.): Immigrant Generations and the Problem of
Measuring Integration — A European Comparison,
Berlin: Edition Parabolis, pp. 237-399.

Bardasi, Elena and Gornick, Janet C. (2008): Women's
Part-Time Penalties Across Countries. In: Feminist
Economics, Vol. 14, No. 1, pp. 37-72. (Also published
2007: LIS Working Paper No. 467. Luxembourg: Lux-
embourg Income Study).*

Bassanini, Andrea and Brunello, Giorgio (2008): Is
training more frequent when the wage premium is
smaller? Evidence from the European Community
Household Panel. In: Labour Economics, Vol. 15,
No. 2, pp. 272-290.

Barg, Katherin and Beblo, Miriam (2008): Does mar-
riage pay more than cohabitation? Selection and
specialization effects on male wages in Germany.
SOEPpapers 82, Berlin: DIW Berlin.*


http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/Jeljour_results.cfm?form_name=Pip_Pub&pip_id=1089477&SortOrder=numHits&stype=desc&lim=false
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http://www.lisproject.org/publications/liswps/473.pdf
http://www.lisproject.org/publications/liswps/473.pdf
http://www.lisproject.org/publications/liswps/467.pdf
http://www.diw.de/documents/publikationen/73/78550/diw_sp0082.pdf
http://www.diw.de/english/news/32584.html
http://logec.repec.org/scripts/seriesstat.pl?item=repec:diw:diwsop

Bender, Keith A. and Habermalz, Steffen (2008): Are
There Differences in the Health-Socioeconomic Sta-
tus Relationship over the Life Cycle? Evidence from
Germany. In: Labour, Vol. 22, No. 1, pp. 107-125. (Al-
so published 2005: IZA Discussion Paper No. 1560.
Bonn: Institute for the Study of Labor (IZA)*).

Bergheim, Stefan (2008): Well-being in Germany. Its
happy regions have much in common. Deutsche Bank
Research, 7, Frankfurt am Main: Deutsche Bank.

Bicakova, Alena and Sierminska, Eva (2008): Mort-
gage Market Maturity and Homeownership Inequal-
ity among Young Households: A Five-Country Per-
spective. SOEPpapers 90, Berlin: DIW Berlin.*

Binder, Nicole (2007): The Effect of Occupational Mis-
match on Overqualification — An Empirical Analysis
for Germany Using a Simultaneous Equations Model.
Discussion Paper Nr. 01/07, Freiburg im Breisgau: In-
stitut fiir allgemeine Wirtschaftsforschung.

Bénke, Timm and Schrdder, Carsten (2007): Inequal-
ity and welfare estimates using two alternative
weighting schemes. Luxembourg Income Study Wor-
king Paper Series No. 463, Luxembourg: Luxembourg
Income Study.
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Ulrich Miiller: Economics Department — Senior Inde-
pendent Work. Princeton University, Department of
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Duke University (Stratification and Mobility),
tdiprete @ soc.duke.edu
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Prof. Dr. Johannes Schwarze,

Universitat Bamberg
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johannes.schwarze @ sowi.uni-bamberg.de

Prof. Dr. Uwe Sunde,
Universitat St. Gallen,
uwe.sunde @unisg.ch

Prof. Dr. Holly Sutherland,
University of Essex (Microsimulation),
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Prof. Dr. Heike Trappe,

University of Rostock

(Sociology and family demography)
heike.trappe @ uni-rostock.de
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University of Konstanz
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Prof. Dr. Mark Wooden, Fieldwork Organization

University of Melbourne (Labor Economics),

m.wooden @ unimelb.edu.au TNS Infratest Sozialforschung has been commissi-
oned to conduct the data collection.

Prof. Alan S. Zuckerman, Ph.D.,

Brown University (Political Science), Senior Research Manager SOEP: Dr. Nico Siegel

Alan_Zuckerman @ brown.edu Senior Consultant: Bernhardt von Rosenbladt

TNS Infratest Sozialforschung
Landsberger Str. 338

80687 Munich | Germany

Phone: +49 89 5600-1238

Fax: +49 89 5600-1441
http://www.tns-infratest-sofo.com/

SOEP/DIW Research Affiliates
DIW Forschungskooperationen

Dr. Marcel Erlinghagen,

Ruhr-Universitat Bochum und

Institut fir Arbeit und Qualifikation (IAQ)
marcel.erlinghagen @ uni-due.de

Dr. John Haisken-DeNew,
RWI Essen(Labor Economics),
jhaiskendenew @ rwi-essen.de

PD Dr. Karsten Hank,

Mannheim Research Institute for the Economics of
Aging, Mannheim (Sociology),

hank @ mea.uni-mannheim.de

PD Dr. Hendrik Jiirges,

Mannheim Research Institute

for the Economics of Aging (Economics),
juerges@mea.uni-mannheim.de

Dr. Lutz C. Kaiser,
IZA Bonn (Evaluation),
kaiser@iza.org

Dean R. Lillard, Ph.D,
Cornell University
(Labor Economics),
DRL3 @cornell.edu

Eva Sierminska, Ph.D,
Luxembourg Wealth Study (Economics),
sierminska @lisproject.org

Dr. Hannes Spengler,
Frankfurt/M. (Economics),
hannes.spengler @ kfw.de

Asghar Zaidi, Ph.D.,

European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Re-
search, Vienna (Microsimulation),

zaidi @ euro.centre.org
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Christine Kurka Henning Lohmann  Ingrid Tucci

SOEP Staff (Research Fields)

Team Office

Phone  +49-30-89789-283
FAX: +49-30-89789-109
Hotline: soepmail @diw.de
Office:  soepoffice @diw.de

Director

Prof. Dr. Gert G. Wagner
Phone: -290, officewagner @ diw.de

Deputy Directors

PD Dr. Joachim R. Frick
(Data Operations Manager)
Phone:-279, jfrick@diw.de

Prof. Dr. Jiirgen Schupp
(Survey Manager)
Phone:-238, jschupp @diw.de

SOEP Office Management

Christine Kurka
Phone: -283, ckurka @ diw.de

SOEP Scientific Media Liaison

Sabine Kallwitz (Press Officer)
Phone: -244, skallwitz @ diw.de

SOEPhotline

Michaela Engelmann
Phone :-292 soepmail @ diw.de

Olaf Groh-Samberg Uta Rahmann  Rainer Pischner

Survey Operation and Survey Statistics

PD Dr. Elke Holst
(Labor and Gender Economics)
Phone: -281, eholst @ diw.de

Dr. Henning Lohmann
(Sociology and Survey Methodology)
Phone: -503, hlohmann @ diw.de

Dr. Rainer Pischner (Survey Statistics)
Phone: -319, rpischner @ diw.de

PD Dr. Jérg-Peter Schrapler (Survey
Methodology)Phone: -671, jschraepler @ diw.de

Prof. Dr. C. Katharina SpieB
(Educational and Family Economics)
Phone:-254, kspiess @ diw.de

Information Management
and Statistical Modeling

Dr. Silke Anger (Labor Economics)
Phone:-526, sanger @ diw.de

Dr. Jan Goebel (Welfare Economics)
Phone:-377, jgoebel @ diw.de

Dr. Hansjorg Haas (Information Economy)
Phone:-243, hhaas @ diw.de

Dr. Peter Krause (Social Indicators)
Phone:-690, pkrause @ diw.de

Dr. Martin Kroh (Political Science)
Phone: -678, mkroh @ diw.de

Prof. Dr. Markus Pannenberg (Labor Economics)
Phone:-239, mpannenberg @ diw.de

Prof. Dr. Martin SpieR (Statistical Modelling)
Phone:-602, mspiess @ diw.de
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Joachim Frick

Eva Berger

International Panel Data /
Internationale Panel-Datensatze

Dr. Markus M. Grabka (Income Inequality)

Phone -339, mgrabka @ diw.de

Dr. Olaf Groh-Samberg (Sociology)
Phone:-259, ogrohsamberg @ diw.de

Prof. Bruce Headey, PhD (Sociology)
Phone -246, bheadey @ diw.de

Christian Schmitt (Demography)
Phone: -603, cschmitt @ diw.de

Dr. Thomas Siedler, (Labor Economics)
Phone:-464, tsiedler @ diw.de

Applied Panel Analyses

Prof. Conchita D Ambrosio, Ph.D.
(Welfare Economics)
Phone: -671, cdambrosio @ diw.de

Eva M. Berger (Economics)
Phone: -228, eberger@diw.de

Anne Busch (Gender Studies)
Phone: -461, abusch @diw.de

Constanze Biining (Sociology)
Phone: -671, chuening @ diw.de

Bruce Headey

Tom Siedler

Ass. Prof. Anita Drever, Ph.D.
(Geography)
Phone:-671, adrever @ diw.de

Denis Huschka (Sociology)
Phone: -463, dhuschka @ diw.de

Andrea Schéfer (Gender Studies)
Phone: 461, aschaefer @diw.de

Ingrid Tucci (Immigration Studies)
Phone: -465, itucci @ diw.de

Nicolas Ziebarth (Economics)
Phone: -587, nziebarth @ diw.de

Team Research Assistance

Deborah Anne Bowen
(German-English Translation)
Phone:-332, dbowen @diw.de

Uta Rahmann (Research Assistance)
Phone:-287, urahmann @diw.de

Ingo Sieber (Programming)
Phone:-260, isieber @ diw.de

Peter Krause Silke Anger
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This jubilee issue will reflect on the important milestone of 25 waves of the German So-

GermanvSocio-Economic Panel Study cio-Economic Panel Study. The articles from SOEP staff members, former SOEP advisory
DIW Berlin board members, and others who have played a crucial role in the panel’s history discuss
Mohrenstr. 58 . .. . .

10117 Berlin the widely unanticipated success of SOEP, its current methodological structure, and recent
Germany innovations.
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Previous Address
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Please also register the following person to the SOEPnewsletter

Name ||

Institution ||

Email: ||

D | am no longer interested in receiving the SOEPnewsletter.
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Bitte nehmen Sie auch folgende Person in die Mailingliste des SOEPnewsletter auf:

Name || |

Institution || I

E-Mail: || ||

D Ich bin am weiteren Bezug des SOEPnewsletter nicht mehr interessiert.
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Order Form | only for users within the EEA* and Switzerland

[] SOEPdata|1DVD €30

SOEP data and dictionary files for waves A-W (1-23) 1984 - 2006
on DVD with English and German labels,
documentation and directions for installation

Special offer for large research groups:
Each additional SOEP-DVD for € 5

Yes, we would like to order
’:D additional DVD €5

Shipping and handling are additional. Please make payment upon receipt of invoice.

Dear Data User:

Please be aware that due to data protection laws, we are required to send the DVD by registered mail. Only
the addressee may sign for it. If you will be unable to sign for the DVD personally, you can give the name
and address of a trusted alternative recipient. Please include the name and the address instead of yours in the
following address space (the registered package can be addressed to one person only).

Please send the DVD to:

(Please print)

Contract number Djjj

Contractor

Date and Signature of the user
who signed the contract

* EEA = Member States of the European Union (EU) as well as Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway.



FAX: + 49 30 8 97 89-109 S ‘E‘

Sozio-oekonomisches Panel | SOEP

Deutsches Institut fur
Wirtschaftsforschung | DIW Berlin

Michaela Engelmann W\\
10117 Berlin §\
DN neu:
—— jetztauf
DVD

\

Bestellung | innerhalb des EWR* und der Schweiz

|:| SOEP-Datensatz | 1 DVD a Euro 30.-

SOEP-Daten und Dictionary Files fiir die Wellen A - W bzw. 1 - 23 | 1984 - 2006
auf DVD mit deutschen und englischen Labels,
Dokumentation und Installationsanweisung

Angebot fir gréRere Forschungsgruppen:
Jeder weitere SOEP-DVD zum Preis von Euro 5.-

Ja, wir bendtigen

’:D zusitzliche SOEP-DVD aEuro 5.-

Alle Preise verstehen sich inkl. 7 % Mehrwertsteuer zuziigl. Versandkosten gegen Rechnung.

Wichtiger Hinweis:

Aus datenschutzrechtlichen Griinden erfolgt der Versand der SOEP-Daten als eigenhédndig in Empfang zu
nehmendes Einschreiben. Bitte nennen Sie uns eine Person |lhres Vertrauens, an die wir die Daten senden

kdnnen, falls Sie sie nicht personlich entgegennehmen kénnen. Bitte vergessen Sie nicht, dass Sie als offiziel-
le/-r Datennutzer/-in die Bestellung unterschreiben miissen.

Bitte schicken Sie die SOEP-Daten an:

(Uber gut zu lesende Bestellungen freuen wir uns besonders.)

Datenweitergabevertragsnummer l!!l

I | Inhaber/-in des Datenweitergabevertrags

Datum und Unterschrift der Datennutzerin/
des Datennutzers laut Vertrag

* EWR = Mitgliedsstaaten der Europaischen Union (EU) sowie Island, Liechtenstein und Norwegen.



Announcement and Call for Papers

We would like to announce the 6th German Stata Users' Group Meeting to be held at the
WZB Berlin (Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin fiir Sozialforschung, http://www.wzb.eu) on
Friday, 27th June 2008. We would like to invite everybody from anywhere who is interested
in using Stata to attend this meeting.

Presentations are sought on topics that include:

- user-written Stata programs,

- case studies of research or teaching using Stata,

- discussions of data management problems,

- reviews of analytical issues,

- surveys or critiques of Stata facilities in specific fields, etc.

The conference language will be English due to the international nature of the meeting and the
participation of non-German guest speakers. (See http://www.stata.com/support/meeting for
the proceedings of other user-group meetings.)

If you are interested in presenting a paper, please submit an abstract (max 200 words) by
email to one of the organizers. The deadline for submissions is 30th March 2008.
Presentations should be about 20 min. or shorter.

The academic program of the meeting is being organized by Johannes Giesecke
(giesecke@wzb.eu) and Ulrich Kohler (kohler@wzb.eu).

Participants are asked to travel at their own expense. There will be a small conference fee to
cover costs for coffee, teas, and luncheons. There will also be an optional informal meal at a
restaurant in Berlin on Friday evening at additional cost.

The logistics are being organized by Dittrich and Partner (http://www.dpc.de), the distributor
of Stata in several countries including Germany, The Netherlands, Austria, Czech Republic,
and Hungary. You can enroll by contacting Anke Mrosek (anke.mrosek@dpc.de) by email or
by writing, phoning, or faxing to

Anke Mrosek

Dittrich & Partner Consulting GmbH
Kieler Str. 17

42697 Solingen

Tel: +49 (0) 212 260 66-24
Fax:+49 (0) 212 260 66 -66

A preliminary program, cost, and venue will be circulated in April 2008. The final program
will be circulated in May 2008.

Johannes Giesecke and Ulrich Kohler



Konferenz fur Sozial- und Wirtschaftsdaten

Vom 19. — 20. Juni 2008 veranstaltet der Rat fur Sozial- und
Wirtschaftsdaten (RatSWD) in Wiesbaden die vierte Konferenz
fur Sozial- und Wirtschaftsdaten (4. KSWD).

Wir freuen uns auf lhre Teilnahme. Ein ausfUhrliches
Konferenzprogramm entnehmen Sie bitte der Homepage
www.ratswd.de/kswd.

Der Rat flr Sozial- und Wirtschaftsdaten

Der RatSWD ist ein unabhingiges Gremium von empirisch
arbeitenden Wissenschaftlerinnen und Wissenschaftlern aus
Universitaten, Hochschulen und anderen Einrichtungen un-
abhangiger, wissenschaftlicher Forschung sowie von Ver-
treterinnen und Vertretern wichtiger Datenproduzenten. Mit
seiner vielfaltigen Arbeit fordert der RatSWD sowohl den Dialog
zwischen amtlicher Statistik und empirischer Forschung als auch
die Weiterentwicklung der informationellen Dateninfrastruktur.
Detaillierte Informationen finden Sie unter www.ratswd.de.

Wahl der Berufungsvorschlage fiir die
‘ Vertreterinnen und Vertreter der empirischen
Sozial- und Wirtschaftsforschung im RatSWD
Der RatSWD besteht aus zwolf Mitgliedern, darunter je sechs
Vertreter der Datenproduzenten und -nutzer.
Im Rahmen der vierten Konferenz fur Sozial- und Wirt-
schaftsdaten (4. KSWD) findet am 19. Juni 2008 turnusgeman die
Wahl der Berufungsvorschlage flur die Vertreterinnen und
Vertreter der empirischen Sozial- und Wirtschaftsforschung statt.
Wahlberechtigt sind promovierte, an Hochschulen oder
wissenschaftlichen Forschungsinstitutionen tatige Wissen-
schaftlerinnen und Wissenschaftler, welche fristgerecht die
Aufnahme ins Wahlerverzeichnis beantragen.
Es gilt die Wahlordnung des RatSWD:
www.ratswd.de/rat/wahlordnung.php

Rat fiir Sozial- und
WirtschaftsDaten (RatSWD)

4. Konferenz fiir Sozial-
und Wirtschaftsdaten (4. KSWD)

19. Juni 2008

Plenarveranstaltungen:

-, The Microdata Revolution and IPUMS International”

. Die informationelle Infrastruktur im Informationsfeld Innere
Sicherheit’ - Defizite und Losungsmaglichkeiten fur eine
Verbesserung”

- Daten der Bildungsforschung: Aktueller Stand und neue
Entwicklungen”

- Bildungsungleichheit im internationalen Vergleich”

Wahl der Berufungsvorschlage fur die Vertreterinnen und
Vertreter der empirischen Sozial- und Wirtschaftsforschung im
RatSWD

Postersession zur Vorstellung der Forschungsdatenzentren und
der Datenservicezentren

20. Juni 2008

JAktuelle gesellschaftliche Fragen: Was leisten unsere Daten?”;

- Forum ,Microdata, Metadata, Integration, and Preservation:
The cornerstones of the IPUMS International research
infrastructure”

.+ Forum Kompetenzmessung im Langsschnitt”

+ Forum ,Okonomie und Umwelt”

.« Forum Integration von Wirtschaftsdaten”

.+ Forum ,Maglichkeiten und Grenzen des
Multiple-Source-Ansatzes”

. Forum,Differentielle Sterblichkeit”

.+ Forum,Mediendaten”

Plenarveranstaltung:
,Bericht aus den Foren und Perspektiven fUr die weitere Arbeit”

Fir das ausfihrliche Konferenzprogramm besuchen Sie bitte
unsere Homepage www.ratswd.de/kswd.

Wir freuen uns, Sie auf der 4. KSWD begriifRen zu dirfen. Mit dem
im Innenteil befindlichen Formular konnen Sie sich beguem
anmelden.

www.ratswd.de

:Q.Q. Rat fiir Sozial- und
1 . WirtschaftsDaten (RatSWD)

4, Konferenz fiir Sozial- und
Wirtschaftsdaten (4. KSWD)

Wiesbaden, 19. und 20. Juni 2008

Konferenzbiro:

DIW Berlin
Geschaftsstelle des RatSWD
10108 Berlin

Kontakt:

E-Mail: kswd@ratswd.de
Tel: 030. 897 89-363
Fax: 030.897 89-263

CEFORDERT VOM & Bundesministerium
fiir Bildung
und Forschung



Anmeldung per Fax: 030/89 789-263

o e
).‘) N ) Rat fiir Sozial- und

.% . WirtschaftsDaten (RatSWD)
e " 0
oder per Brief an: e
Sy
DIW VRTINS
Geschéftsstelle RatSWD W 76 JO;I,/’” . /Zé'/}/e’l’e/z .
KSWD Biiro /2008@‘9.{2003;%@
10108 Berlin % 0/36%/7//
Tl

Name, Vorname

Dienstbezeichnung/Titel

Dienststelle/Universitéat (inkl. Webadresse)

StrafRe/Postfach

PLZ, Ort

Telefon- und Faxnummer

E-Mail

Antrag auf Aufnahme in das Wéahlerverzeichnis

-Wahlberechtigt (passiv und aktiv) sind promovierte Wissenschaftlerinnen und Wissenschaftler an
Hochschulen und wissenschaftlichen Forschungsinstitutionen, die sich in das Wahlerverzeichnis haben
eintragen lassen.” Bitte beachten Sie die Fristen!

Die maRRgebliche, vollstandige Wahlordnung finden Sie unter: www.ratswd.de/rat/wahlordnung.php

[1 Ich beantrage den Eintrag in das Wahlerverzeichnis des RatSWD.

[ Ich werde nicht an der KSWD teilnehmen und beantrage daher den Eintrag in das Wahlerverzeichnis
des RatSWD sowie die Briefwahlunterlagen.

[1 Ja, ich mdchte kiinftig den kostenlosen elektronischen RatSWD Newsletter (4 Ausgaben pro Jahr)
an folgende E-Mail Adresse erhalten:

Anmeldung zur 4. Konferenz fur Sozial- und Wirtschaftsdaten

am 19. und 20. Juni 2008 im Kurhaus Wiesbaden (www.ratswd.de/kswd )

[] Ich melde mich zur Konferenz an (Teilnahmebeitrag 40,- EUR)

Datum Unterschrift
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