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Our approach: 
Product Carbon Requirements (PCRs)

• Net zero production

• First implementation via 
voluntary standards

• May depart from Ecodesign 
directive

• Can be designed compatible to 
WTO law 

• Accelerate phase-out

• Only indirect circularity 
incentive

T. Gerres, M. Haussner, K. Neuhoff, and A. Pirlot, ‘To ban or not to ban carbon‐intensive materials: A legal and administrative assessment of product 
carbon requirements’, Review of European, Comparative & International Environmental Law, p. 14, May 2021, doi: 10.1111/reel.12395.

https://doi.org/10.1111/reel.12395
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EU proposal (March 2022): 
Ecodesign requirements for sustainable products

Motivation:

- Product design does not sufficiently take into 
account environmental impacts over the life
cycle, including circularity aspects

- Too difficult for economic operators and citizens to 
make sustainable choices about products

- Sub-optimal application of the current ecodesign
legislation

EP, ‘Setting ecodesign requirements for sustainable products’, European Parliament, Briefing, 2022 [Online]. Available: 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/730347/EPRS_BRI(2022)730347_EN.pdf

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/730347/EPRS_BRI(2022)730347_EN.pdf
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EU proposal (March 2022): 
Ecodesign sustainable products requirements 
(ESPR)

Stricter requirements on:

• Durability, reusability, 
upgradability, reparability

• Substances inhibiting 
circularity

• Recycled content

• Remanufacturing & 
recycling

• Carbon & environmental 
footprint

• Information requirements
M. Galatola and European Commission, ‘Digital Product Passport (DPP)’, Jul. 08, 2022 [Online]. Available: 
https://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/sites/default/files/michele-galatola-european-commission.pdf

https://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/sites/default/files/michele-galatola-european-commission.pdf
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Personal take-aways:
Sustainable product initiative
Digital product passport

• (Energy efficiency labels)2 

• Inform consumers

• Maximise recycling @status quo

ESPRs

• Slowly from product group to product group…

• Ambitious? Let´s move from inform to perform!

• Will they change product design?

• Lead us to PCRs? 

• Enough? (Waste export bans COM/2021/709)



That´s it folks!
Thanks for listening, let´s hear your thought.

Timo Gerres
timogerres@iit.comillas.edu 
www.iit.comillas.edu/people/tgerres  
www.linkedin.com/in/tgerres 


