


Some key policy interventions

• Support for circular business models

– Targets for CE, public procurement, product regulation

• Policies to kickstart poorly functioning recycling markets

– E g plastics, textiles

• Policies to make products durable, repairable, 

biodegradeable, recyclable…

• ”Circular citizens” - adopting new ”roles”

• Policies to combat destruction of new goods/e-returns

• Rethink waste law…
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Citizen roles in ”circular” consumption

Source: O. Mont., based on Maitre-Ekern & Dalhammar
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Avoid unnecessary purchasing
Buy durable, high-quality and 
repairable products
Buy re-used, repaired and 2-hand
Use product labels and life cycle 
information
Choose: services over products, 
sharing over leasing and leasing over 
buying

Avoid replacing functioning products
Proper use; maintenance; updates; 
use warranties

Repair instead of 
buying new through 
repair ‘services, 
communities or DIY’

Re-sell, exchange or 
give away instead of 
throwing away

Engage in P2P sharing schemes

Return for 1. re-use and repair & 2. recycling
Properly sort & collect products
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Digital product passports (ESPR & Battery Regulation)

Supporting standards for products, materials, reporting and monitoring etc. 
Legal framework for sustainable finance, e.g. reporting and taxonomy

Product Environmental Footprint (PEF)
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Examples of national, regional and local policies

▪ Conflict Minerals Regulation

▪ CBAM

▪ Battery Regulation

▪ Regulation on deforestation-free 
products

▪ Directive on Corporate 
Sustainability Due Diligence 

▪ Proposal: Regulation on prohibiting 
products made with forced labour

▪ Proposal: Critical Raw Materials Act

▪ Proposal: Directive on corporate 
sustainability due diligence

▪ Supply Chain Due Diligence Act 
(Ger)

▪ Fashion Sustainability and Social 
Accountability Act  (NY State)

▪ Corporate responsibility for 
human rights (Can)

▪ Transparency Act (Nor)

▪ Mandatory labeling

▪ EU Eco-label (voluntary)

▪ Rules on consumer rights, 
guarantees, marketing

▪ Proposals for consumer 
information: Empowering 
consumer green transition

▪ Proposal: labeling in proposal for 
Ecodesign Regulation (ESPR)

▪ Proposal: Directive on Green Claims

▪ Rules on reporting on 
destruction of 
unsold/returned goods in 
ESPR

▪ Ban on destruction of 
unsold/returned textiles in 
ESPR

▪ Legal proposal on right-to-
repair  in consumer law

▪ Battery Regulation: easier to 
replace batteries in products

▪ Rules on right-to-repair in 
Ecodesign Directive (and 
forthcoming ESPR): provision of 
spare parts, tools, manuals etc.

▪ Rules on producer 
responsibility and 
packaging, labeling

▪ Standards on e.g. 
remanufacturing

▪ New legal definition on 
e.g. refurbishment & 
remanufacturing, ESPR

▪ Recycled content 
obligations (Battery 
Regulation, proposed 
for PETs)

▪ Ecodesign Directive

▪ REACH, RoHS, ELV Directive 
etc.

▪ Battery Regulation

▪ Proposal Ecodesign 
Regulation (ESPR)

▪ Mandatory labeling
information (Fra)

▪ Repair fund (Fra)

▪ Criminalisation of planned 
obsolescence (Fra)

▪ Repair index (Fra)

▪ Proposed durability index (Fra)

▪ Longer guarantees in consumer 
law (several EU MS)

▪ Voluntary eco-labels

▪ Partial ban, destruction on 
unsold goods (Fra)

▪ Duty of Care (Ger)

▪ No VAT on donated goods (Bel)

▪ Repair fund (Fra)

▪ Tax reductions on repairs 
(Swe)

▪ Repair vouchers & repair 
networks (Austria)

▪ Re-use options at 
recycling stations

▪ Public procurement of 
remanufactured goods

▪ Local re-use centers and 
support to second-hand

▪ National labeling
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GATT, TBT 
Agreement, 

bilateral trade 
agreements etc.

Basel 
Convention, EU 

Waste Shipment 
Regulation, ADR, 

COTIF etc.



”Making sustainable products the norm”

• Only certain products qualify for the EU market

• Extra-territorial implications through the 

”Brussels effect”

• Discussions on ”pricing out the poor”

• Regulatory backlash!

• Green Claims Directive

– Necessary but problematic…

– E g risk of ’greenhushing’


	Folie 1
	Folie 2: Some key policy interventions
	Folie 3: Citizen roles in ”circular” consumption
	Folie 4
	Folie 5: ”Making sustainable products the norm”

