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Working with a new big picture strategy context
From a #1 mostly technocratic energy transition to a #2 very political green economy transition

Source: Jesse Scott / DIW Berlin / Hertie School
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On its own, policy work will fail if we don’t also work on public acceptance of change
Policy success also needs business and public confidence in consistent government action

France 2018-19: 

gilets jaunes 

protests

Netherlands 

2019-23: 

populist BBB 

farmer-citizen 

movement 

(electoral 

success in April 

2023) 

Germany 2023: 

“heat hammer” 

media frenzy 

and political 

party tactics

• Green political leaders are on 

a learning curve and risk being 

tactically outmanoeuvred.  

• The EU level impacts of 

national politics are visible in 

the centre right EPP’s panic 

about losing rural voters to 

populists and consequent 

hardening of opposition to 

nature preservation.  

• Citizens are feeling 

inundated—beleaguered, 

disenfranchised and left 

behind—amidst non-stop 

government announcements 

and sharp u-turns in policy.

Source: Jesse Scott / DIW Berlin / Hertie School
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Not a two-dimensional “trilemma” but a three-dimensional “quadrilemma”
Winning the politics of green economy transition needs communicable goals 

Source: Green Europe Foundation
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