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REGIONAL DIALECTS
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How to analyze dialects in space?

How to connect them with social variables?
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RESEARCH QUESTION
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OUR DATA

• Socio-Economic Panel (SOEP)

• 2 representative surveys

• 2017 (N = 4380)

• Dialect questions

• Language questions

• 2019 (N = 2290)

• Dialect questions

• Job-related dialect questions
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WHERE CAN PEOPLE SPEAK A DIALECT?

2017

Federal statesEast - West



Atlas of German Dialects (Deutscher Sprachatlas)

• 45,000 surveys of schoolteachers

• Translate 40 sentences from standard German into dialect
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GEORG WENKER (1852)
ALFRED LAMELI (1971)
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WENKER’S MAPS



LAMELI’S REGIONS

92013



LAMELI’S CLASSIFICATION

102013
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DIALECTAL REGIONS

2017

Federal states 13 Dialectal regions 4 Dialectal regions



EXAMPLE: WAGES AND DIALECTS
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https://www.wiwo.de/my/erfolg/beruf/schwaebisch-fuer-profis-dialekte-
wandeln-sich-von-der-karrierebremse-zum-
jobvorteil/22789916.html?ticket=ST-59402-FNafOLimNdJElc4e41py-ap3

What are 
your 

greatest 
strengths?

I always
give my 

best.
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EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT: 
REGIONAL ACCENT

regional accent:       -- + ++        +++     ++++     n.a.
no slight middle rather very no answer

strong  strong

2019
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DIFFERENCE NO-ACCENT VS. ACCENT

M

r

Net Gross    2017   2019

2019
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4 DIALECTAL REGIONS

r = -.10

r = .01

r = -.09

-211€

-159€-25€

241€

r = -.02

2019
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SUMMARY

• Dialectal regions – tedious job, but worth it

• Different than administrative ones

• Relationship between wages and dialect

• Regionally dependent

• Not dialect per se, but also the context

• It might be good to speak a dialect

• Dialectal „bilingualism”

• Work in progress… ideas – wellcome!



THANK YOU!
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